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Soledad Paper 

 
For this paper you will write an analysis of the fictional character Soledad in the book of the same name. 
You should analyze what her relationship is with the neighborhood of Washington Heights and how that 
changes through the book.  
 
You should choose specific examples from the text to show how and why her feelings toward the 
neighborhood change and what they are over the course of the book. Do not simply summarize or re-tell 
the story: use the specific examples from the text to show how her feelings change over time, what 
prompts those changes and add your own analysis of the events of the text to explain what’s happening in 
the book. 
 
To do well on this assignment: 
 
• Review your notes on the book and re-read key sections.  
• Focus on analysis (your interpretation of what you’re seeing on screen) instead of summary (simply re-

telling the story).  
• Start early and plan to write multiple drafts of your work.  
• Proofread carefully to eliminate spelling and punctuation errors and consider visiting Lehman’s writing 

center for assistance.  
• Carefully review the MLA format and be sure that you cite sources accurately, and that the format of 

your Works Cited page is excellent.  
 
Format: 
 
• Papers should be approximately 900 words in length (about 3 pages, not including works cited page),  
• Typed, double spaced, 12 point Times font (this is 12-point Times) and 1” margins.  
• Papers should be submitted via e-mail (ONLY) as MS Word files. DO NOT SUBMIT ANY 

OTHER FILE TYPES OR SEND LINKS TO DOWNLOAD. Please pay close attention to format, 
punctuation, and style. 

 
Sources and citations 
 
• Outside sources are not required for this assignment 
• They should be done using the Modern Language Association (MLA) format, which is standard for the 

humanities.  
• All sources should be listed on a works cited page at the end of the paper.  
• See the Lehman College Library and/or the Academic Center for Excellence in 205 of the Old Gym 

building for more in-depth assistance on the MLA citation format.  
• A good online resource is Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL). See the link online at the 

course site or do a search for them. 
 
Deadline and Submission: E-mailed copies are due Tuesday, December 4th by Midnight Eastern Standard 
Time at my Lehman e-mail: hank.williams@lehman.cuny.edu. I will respond that I have received it. Late 
papers will be penalized 1/4 letter grade per day late. 
 
Grading: Will be on the scale of A-F and based on the following:  
 
Clarity of thesis and how well it is presented/ defended 
Thoroughness of explanation and use of examples 
Clarity and style of writing  
Mechanics (punctuation, spelling, correct word choice) 
Proper use of sources (including citations). 



 


