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Current Events Paper 
 
For this assignment, you will choose a current news story and analyze how one writer we have 
examined this semester has approached a similar topic in their work. Your goal is to analyze how 
one writer has presented events similar to current news stories on their work and 
compare/contrast the two. 
 
For the news story, you should: 
 
• Choose one news story from the past year that’s been covered in major news media. This 

means major national or local newspapers (including weeklies, ethnic press); broadcast 
media: radio, TV, or cable; major news magazines (for instance: Time or Newsweek is ok, 
including online versions); or news websites that do reporting (example: MSNBC online is 
ok; TMZ is not) 

• If the story is reported on a blog (i.e. Gawker) then follow the link to the story source and 
read and cite the source as your reference. 

• Find at least 2 different news accounts of the story from major news outlets. They can be 
from different types of media: for instance, one newspaper account and one radio or TV 
report are fine. Both, however, need to be from reliable news sources. If you can’t find 2 
different reliable accounts, that may be a sign that the story’s not true. 

• Briefly summarize the story  
• Identify the broader topic or theme the story addresses and explain in your own words how 

the story connects with that theme. For example, economic inequality, gentrification, 
economic inequality, poverty, rape, domestic violence, etc. 

 
From the reading chosen from this semester’s class you should: 
 
• Find a book, poem, or the film Do the Right Thing that deals with the same theme or broad 

topic that the news stories deal with. 
• Identify specific examples that deal with the theme. 
• Use direct quotes and summaries of action to show how the reading presents the topic. 
• Analyze how the writer presents the theme. That is, explain in your own words how the 

writer’s presentation of the theme connects with the real-world example in the news. 
 
 
To do well on this assignment, you should do the following: 
 
• Accurately but briefly summarize the news stories you are referencing. 
• Accurately and correctly identify the topic(s) or theme(s) covered in the news stories. 
• Connect the news stories to similar theme(s) in one of the books or poems covered this 

semester 
• Accurately cite the stories and books/poems cited according to the MLA citation format, 

including a works cited page at the end listing all sources. 
• Carefully proofread and spellcheck the final version of your paper. 
 
Topic and Approach 
 



Choose specific points to compare between the news story and book, poem, or play and write 
your paper comparing how they each deal with the issue you’ve identified. You should be as 
specific as possible in your comparisons and use quotes to support your points. Use separate 
paragraphs to develop specific points and use examples from the srory and book to elaborate on 
them. Your introduction should introduce the theme and sources you’re using, and your 
conclusion should summarize what you find. 
 
Format: 
 

• Papers should be approximately 900 words in length (about 3 pages, not including works 
cited page),  

• Typed, double spaced, 12 point Times font (this is 12-point Times) and 1” margins.  
• Papers should be submitted via e-mail (ONLY) as MS Word files. Please pay close 

attention to format, punctuation, and style. 
 
Sources and citations 
 
• Completing this paper successfully requires citations from various sources.  
• They should be done using the Modern Language Association (MLA) format, which is 

standard for the humanities.  
• All sources should be listed on a works cited page at the end of the paper.  
• See the Lehman College Library and/or the Academic Center for Excellence in 205 of the 

Old Gym building for more in-depth assistance on the MLA citation format.  
• A good online resource is Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL). See the link 

online at the course site or do a search for them. 
• You are expected to use sources appropriate for college-level research. In summary, 

mainstream news/magazine articles, books, and scholarly journals (including ones retrieved 
through internet databases) are fine. Not acceptable are Wikipedia, random websites/ blogs, 
self-help books, religious texts (Bible, Qu’ran, etc.), Facebook entries, self-published books 
and zines, etc. If in doubt, ask me. Papers with improperly cited sources will be penalized. 

 
Deadline and Submission: E-mailed copies are due Monday, December 18th by Midnight 
Eastern Standard Time at my Lehman e-mail: hank.williams@lehman.cuny.edu. I will respond 
that I have received it. Late papers will be penalized 1/4 letter grade per day late. 
 
Grading: Will be on the scale of A-F and based on the following:  
 
Clarity of thesis and how well it is presented/ defended 
Thoroughness of explanation and use of examples 
Clarity and style of writing  
Mechanics (punctuation, spelling, correct word choice) 
Proper use of sources (including citations). 
 
Questions? E-mail me at: hank.williams@lehman.cuny.edu or see me in my office hours (After 
class Tuesday/Thursday, Carman 398: or by appointment) 


